NITOBE COLLEGE

2016 LECTURE SERIES 7

el FER Ly Vikke
What is Internationalization?
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I have spent over 20 years living, studying and working in Japan. During that time
my job or position has always been related to “internationalization”. I started as an
Assistant English Teacher (AET) on the JET Programme. I have been a “gaikokujin
kyoshi” and a “kokuhi ryugakusei”. Now, I am the convenor of Hokkaido Universi-
ty’s Modern Japanese Studies Program, which is a pillar of Hokkaido University’s
internationalization efforts along with Nitobe College. But what does
“Internationalization” mean, and why is it necessary? Has “international” become
out of date in the “global” era? How do non-Japanese people build careers in Japan?
Using examples drawn from my own experiences, I will consider what it means to
be an “international” person. I will also introduce what we are trying to do on the
Modern Japanese Studies Program as a highly international degree program with a
strong focus on one country: Japan.
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